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 “a relative term and hinges upon the 
capabilities of the local community to 
administer to the injured and dead” (Steadman 
2009); 

 are “when the number of dead exceeds the 
capacity of local agencies to manage them” 
(Sledzik and Willcox 2009) 

 All are unique, but share commonalities 

 





















Incident Command System 













 Medical Examiners 

 Medicolegal Death Investigators 

 Forensic Anthropologists 

 Forensic Dentists 

 X Ray Technicians 

 Funeral Home Personnel 

 Photographers 

 Fingerprint Specialists 

 Family Assistance Center 























 Safety and security 

 Loss of infrastructure 

 Organizational chaos 

 Miscommunication between agencies 

 Leadership questions/issues 

 Collection and retention of evidence 

 Chain of custody 

 Safe and humane recovery of deceased 

 Family counseling and communication 

 





















































 Recognition of need for external assistance 

 Transition from Search and Rescue to Search 
and Recovery 

 Protocol for search, recovery, analysis, and 
identification of human remains and associated 
evidence 

 Communication with and counseling for 
families 

 

 



 Devise protocol for search and recovery of 
human remains  

 Locate, recognize, and recover human remains, 
especially those burned and fragmented 

 Maintain context and chain of custody 

 Train search personnel to recognize 
fragmented and burned human remains 

 Provide field assessment of condition of 
remains 

 Assist with morgue analysis of remains and 
victim identification 






