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Proposal Description with Rationale: For changes in catalog entries or syllabi, include the
current language and use track changes to indicate proposed changes. Explain why the change
is desired.

The Department of Design will create a new Design Studies in Culture minor at Radford
University, designed to address the growing need for students to understand and analyze how
behaviors, beliefs, cultures and environments affect how people think and act. This program
provides students introductory design psychology and design thinking. Student will learn how
the environment (interior and exterior) affects people at work, home and play. Students will



apply design thinking principles to a social problem outside their discipline. In addition, students
will learn how to solve problems with an empathic response.

Effective Date: Fall 2021
Reason for requesting an alternative effective date:

Design Studies in Culture Minor (15 credits)

Introduction:

The Department of Design will create a new Design Studies in Culture minor at Radford
University, designed to address the growing need for students to understand and analyze how
behaviors, beliefs, cultures and environments affect how people think and act. This program
provides students introductory design psychology and design thinking. Student will learn how
the environment (interior and exterior) affects people at work, home and play. Students will
apply design thinking principles to a social problem outside their discipline. In addition, students
will learn how to solve problems with an empathic response.

Required Classes (9 credits):

DSN 173 Design Psychology (3 credits)

DSNF 350 or DSNI 350 History or Fashion I or History of Interiors | (3
credits)

DSN 402 Global Design Studio (3 credits)

Electives (6 credits):

Any REAL area A approved courses®

*DSNF 350 or DSNI 350 recommended if not taken above
*Student cannot receive a BS or BFA in Design Major and any additional Minor in Design Studies
Implementation:
No new resources required.

Target: Students from various disciplines that want to understand how design can support behaviors,
beliefs, and cultures. In addition, students will learn how the designed environment affects people.
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